Tokyo ,  May  16,  1914 


COPY 


Dear  Mr.  Speer; 

By  this  mail  I  send  yon  copies  of  a  pamphlet  entitled.  Church.  Unity  in 
Japan.  If  you  are  inclined  to  say  that  I  have  sent  more  than  you  can  use,  I  shall 
shelter  myself  under  the  wings  of  one  of  your  letters  in  which  you  ash  to  he  sup¬ 
plied  with  a  larger  number  of  such  publications. 

Some  weeks  ago  the  editors  of  the  Japan  Evangelist  invited  me  to  he  one 
of  siz  or  eight  to  write  articles  of  about  seven  hundred  words  regarding  the  prin¬ 
ciples  involved  in  the  Kikuyu  controversy.  I  have  since  learned  that  most  of 
those  so  invited  excused  themselves.  I  told  Dr.  Keischauer  who  brought  me  the 
invitation  that  I  thought  I  could  do  something  that  would  be  of  more  value  than  a 
mere  expression  of  opinion  regarding  the  Kikuyu  affair,  but  that  I  could  not  do  it 
in  seven  hundred  words.  To  go  a  little  more  into  detail,  in  substance  what  I 
3 aid  to  him  was  thisj- 

In  a  general  way  the  missionaries  in  Japan  Snow  that  from  time  to  time 
the  question  of  Church  unity  ha3  come  to  the  front;  but  many  of  them  do  hot  know 
how  thoroughly  it  has  been  worked  over,  or  in  how  many  distinct  forms  it  has 
emerged.  Of  these  there  have  been  no  less  than  six;  that  of  the  Yokohama  Conven¬ 
tion;  the  organic  union  of  Churches  of  the  same  type;  the  proposal  from  Episcopal 
missionaries  under  the  lead  of  Bishop  Biokersteth;  the  attempt  to  unite  the  ITihon 
Christo  Kyokwai  and  the  Kuraiai  Kyokwai  -  Churches  of  different  types;  The  action 
of  the  General  Conference  of  Missionaries  in  Japan  in  1900;  and  the  Federation  of 
Churches.  In  fact  I  doubt  whether  any  missionary  field  in  the  world  has  had  a 
greater  variety  of  experience  in  the  practical  handling  of  the  question  of  Church 
unity  than  Japan. 

I  came  to  Japan  three  years  after  the  Yokohama  Convention,  but  Then  I 
arrived  that  Convention  and  matters  following  it  were  still  present  and  living 
questions.  With  the  formation  of  the  Federation  of  Churches  I  had  no  immediate 
connection,  but  in  all  the  rest  of  the  history  I  was  in  the  thick  of  it.  Besides 
this,  I  think  I  have  a  more  complete  collection  of  documents  relating  to  the  his¬ 
tory  than  any  one  else.  If  the  editors  of  the  Japan  Evangelism  wisn  me  to  uo  so, 

I  will  write  a  succinct  account  of  Church  unity  in  Japan. 

The  editors  of  the  Evangelist  accepteu.  this  oxfer  very  cordially  ,  and 
the  first  part  of  what  I  wrote  appeared  in  May.  The  resc  will  iollow  in  the  Juno 
humber.  Before  the  type  wad  distributed,  I  arranged  with  the  printer  oo  set  it 
up  in  pages  for  the  pamphlet  of  which  I  send  you  copies. 


In  the  pamphlet  I  have  added  footnotes  giving  my  documentary  authorities. 
To  save  sx^ace  these  are  omitted  in  the  Evangelist,  excerpting  the  one  under  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  attempt  to  unite  the  Nihon  Christo  Kyokwai  and  the  Kumiai  Kyokwai. 

As  a  good  many  of  the  Congregationalists  are  still  quite  alive,  I  thought  it  might 
there  he  well  to  anchor  a  few  gunboats  in  sight*  The  apnrphlet  contains  also  an 
-appendix. 

There  are  a  number  of  historical  details  that  I  might  have  included, 
and  which  would  probably  be  read  with  interest.  But  human  nature  (in  Japan)  is 
very  prevalent  and  very  catching.  So  I  have  omitted  them.  I  have  tried  to  write 
judicially. 

If  I  am  not  careful,  I  shall  be  writing  a  commentary  on  the  pamphlet; 
but  I  will  risk  a  little  more. 

1.  During  a  part  of  the  time  when  negotiations  were  in  progress  between 
the  Nihon  Christo  Kyokwai  and  the  Kumiai  Kyokwai,  Dr.  Greene  was  in  America,  and 
while  there  published  an  article  on  the  subject  in  MOur  Day".  In  that  article 
he  gives  the  plan  which  the  Episcopalians  were  reported  as  having  in  mind  at  the 
time  of  the  proposal  from  Bishop  Bickersteth.  If  I  had  been  certain  of  ray  ground, 
I  should  have  added  this  to  what  I  say  in  the  pamphlet  regarding  that  proposal. 

But  when  Dr.  Greene  returned  to  Japan  I  neglected  to  ask  him  what  his  authority 
for  this  statement  ms,  and  so  I  thought  it  better  not  to  make  any  reference  to 
the  matter.  Dr.  Greene,  however,  was  a  man  who  was  careful  in  his  statements, 
and  I  feel  quite  sure  that  he  would  not  have  published  what  he  did  without  good 
authority  for  it.  '.That  he  says  is  this: 

"In  1887  a  circular  was  sent  by  a  committee  of  the  Episcopal  Convention 
in  Japan  to  the  different  missions  in  Japan,  asking  for  a  conference  with  a  view 
to  organic  union.  No  formal  announcement  was  made  of  the  general  scheme  in  the 
minds  of  the  leaders  of  this  movement.  It  was  understood,  however,  that  certain 
influential  Episcopalians  were  ready  to  make  the  Presbyterian  system  the  basis  of 
the  conference,  but  would  propose  the  following  modifications: 

(1)  "That  while  the  general  constitution  of  the  Presbyteries 
should  not  be  interfered  with  or  their  authority  over  the  churches  dis- 
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turbed,  each  Presbytery  should  have  a  Bishop  for  its  peiraanent  Moder- 
/  at or. 

(2)  "That  reordination  of  the  existing  non-Epis copal  ministry 
should  not  be  insisted  on,  save  in  the  case  of  candidates  for  the  epis¬ 
copate. 

(3)  ’'That  while  no  objection  would  be  made  to  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  the  Presbytery  in  the  ceremony  of  ordination,  the  presence  and 
co-operation  of  the  Moderator,  i.e.  the  Bishop,  should  be  regarded  as 
essential  to  the  orderly  observamce  of  the  rite." 

If  this  plan  had  been  agreed  to  and  carried  out,  two  results  would  have 
followed:  (1)  unless  Presbyterian  and  Reformed  missionaries,  and  men  like  Dr«  Ibulca 
and  Mr©  Ueraura,  had  consented  to  re-ordination  as  ministers  and  consecration  as 
Bishops,  all  the  Chuitwai  would  have  been  put  under  Anglican  Bishops.  (2)  By  this 
time  the  Nihon  Christo  Kyohwai  would  have  been  in  fellowship  with  the  Anglican  Com¬ 
munion  and  out  of  fellowship  with  the  Presbyterian  and  Reformed  Churches. 

2 .  It  should  be  observed  that  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  G-eneral  Con¬ 
ference  of  Missionaries  in  1900,  with  the  action  that  followed  it,  is  in  the  same 
line  as  the  present  Faith  and  Order  movement.  I  am  interested  in  that  movement, 
but  I  doubt  whether  very  much  that  is  practicable  will  come  of  it,  unless  the  High 
Church  party  in  the  Anglican  Communion  has  at  least  a  remote  idea  of  coming  down 
off  its  perch. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  say  a  word  regarding  the  Message  to  the  Japan¬ 
ese  People  and  Ehe  Christian  Faith  which  were  published  about  a  yearn  ago.  I  ms 
somevtfiat  curious  to  see  which  would  sell  best.  A  month  or  two  ago  I  found  on 
inquiry  that  almost  exactly  the  same  number  of  each  had  been  sold,  viz.  twenty- 
six  thousand. 

I  will  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  and  also  copies  of  the  pamphlet  to  Dr. 
Chambeilaih. 

Sincerely  yours. 


William  Imbriw 


Telephone  3928  CORTLANDT 
Cable  Address  INDEFULT  NEW  YORK 


fbelniiepnjbfltf 

130  FULTON  STREET 
NEW  YORK 


EDITORIAL  ROOMS 


A  °*c9  '  l 

?  V on  ^ 

*•  ^  Hew  York,  Lee*  22,  1906. 

Kev.  Robert  ID.  Speer, 

Presbyterian  Board  of  ForeigrT  Missions, 

Presbyterian  Building,  Pew  York  City. 

My  Dear  Mr.  Speer: - 

I  thank  you  for  calling  ray  attention  to  the  editorial 
of  eight  months  ago.  As  you  say,  it  is  rather  late  to  call  up 
the  matter  but  I  thank  you  for  your  statements.  I  think  they 
were  generally  familiar  to  me.  J  had  some  knowledge  of  the 
difficulty  which  cane  about  the  union  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Con¬ 
gregational  missions  in  Japan,  and  I  had  the  same  impression  with 

on  the  part  of  the  Congregat ionalists 
to  the  plan  which  they  felt  was  a  Presbyterian  one. 

T  do  not  know  about  Dr.  K. G. Clark' s  objection,  but  I  re- 
rnember  that  some  es  "ere  opposed  to  it  and^I  do 

ot  doubt | Mr .  ileesima,  but  what  X  had  in  mind  was  the  earlier 
difficulty  at  the  time  Mr.  Fulton  referred  to.  I  think  you  have 
not  the  full  facts  at  hand.  I  have  a  pretty  clear  memory  that  I 
talked  the  matter  over  at  the  time  in  the  Presbyterian  Board  rooms 
which  were  then  down  town,  and  I  talked  also  with  missionaries  at  the 
time  who  felt  that  the  obstruction  was  at  home  with  the  Boards. 

Perhaps  the  editorial  was  not  exact  in  implying  that  they 
wished  to  maintain  the  denominational  names  in  Japan,  A  point  that 

JjJUnission  church::  separate 
for  the  purpose  of  the  better  appeal  for  funds. 


Yo  u  r  s  v  e  ry  t  r  u  ly 


TP  ■  p  v» 

UUll/  Ji., 


- 


If  Not  Delivered  In  Five  Days  Return  to 
E/folJTIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
Of  the  Presbyterian  Church  In  the  U.  S. 
Chamber  of  Commerce  Bldg.,  NASHVILLE,  TENN. 


CHURCH 


UNION  IN 


KOREA.  . 


There  can  be  no  question  that  the  multiplicity  of  denomina¬ 
tional  divisions  in  our  Protestant  Christendom  involves  a  great 
waste  of  the  energies  and  resources  of  the  Church.  It  makes  it 


impossible  also  that  the  Church  as  an  array  should  be  handled  with 


the  kind  of  strategy  necessary  to  its  greatest  efficiency.  Prom 
this  point  of  view,  denominational  divisions  must  be  confessed  to 
be  an  evil.  Up  to  a  certain  point,  however,  they  are  also  a  nec¬ 
essary  evil,  which  could  not  be  removed  without  serious  danger  of 
introducing  a  greater  evil  in  its  place.  So  great  is  the  “Mystery 
of  Godliness"  that  no  one  human  mind,  even  under  the  fulness  of 
tne  revelation  of  it  given  in  the  Gospel,  can  comprehend  it  in  all 
its  parts.  Because  we  can  only  know  this  mystery  in  part,  wherever 
our  Protestant  freedom  of  thought  exists  men  will  entertain  more 
or  less  variant  views  on  important  questions  of  Christian  doctrine, 
and  will  express  those  views  as  they  have  been  expressed  in  the 
different  creeds  and  polities  of  the  Protestant  Church.  By  sup¬ 
pressing  free  thought  and  appointing  a  body  of  officials  to  do  the 
thinking  of  the  people  on  theological  questions  the  Romish  Church 
was  able  to  achieve  a  partial  outward  unity.  Inside  of  the  one  ex¬ 
ternal  organisation  whioh  it  built  up,  confusion  and  strife  have 
everywhere  and  always  been  found.  Better  the  most  extreme  devel¬ 
opment  of  Protestant  Sectarianism  than  any  external  unity  accom¬ 
plished  by  the  methods  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  Nevertheless,  every 
mova-ient  that  looks  to  the  doing  away  with  those  divisions  that 
are  not  necessary  to  give  proper  scope  to  the  unfettered  exercise 
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of  free  thought  and  free  conscience  is  one  to  be  welcomed  and 
encour aged. 

In  the  past  half  century  the  attitude  of  the  different 
Protestant  denominations  towards  each  other  has  changed  from  one 
of  hostility,  and,  in  many  cases,  of  active  beliggerency ,  to  one 
of  friendship  and  cooperation.  This  happy  change  is  probably 
due  in  a  large  degree  to  the  reflex  influence  on  the  home  Churches 
of  their  foreign  Y/orfc.  As  tl\e  representatives  of  the  various  de- 

i 

nominations  have  come  face  to  face  with  each  other  and  with  the 
problems  that  have  confronted  them  in  Asia  ana  Africa  and  the 
Islands  of  the  Sea  they  have  discovered  that  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  preaching  in  the  simplest  or  in  the  most  elaborate  ecclesi¬ 
astical  vestments,  or  the  difference  between  calling  those  who 
rule  in  the  Church  Bishops,  or  Presbyters,  or  Stewards  or  Super¬ 
intendents,  or  differences  in  the  view  taken  by  their  home  Church¬ 
es  and  expressed  in  the  creeds  of  these  Churches  even  of  important 
questions  of  doctrine,  are  as  nothing  compared  with  the  difference 
between  Christianity  and  heathenism. 

And  so  we  see  that  when  representatives  of  the  different 
branches  of  any  one  denomination  meet  on  the  foreign  field,  they 
do  not,  as  a  rule,  perpetuate  the  minor  sub-denominational  divis¬ 
ions  which  exist  at  home,  but  organize  the  results  of  their  work 
into  one  Church.  It  would  seem  that  this  much  of  Church  unity 
should  be  the  minimum  of  achievement  at  which  we  should  aim  in  our 
foreign  work. 

There  are  certain  branches  of  work  carried  on  in  connection 
with  Foreign  Missions  as  conducted  by  all  the  different  denomina¬ 
tions  which  do  not  involve,  to  any  considerable  extent,  questions 
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of  creed  or  polity.  In  these  branches  of  the  work  a  way  ought 
to  be  found,  and  In  many  places  is  being  found,  for  interdenomi¬ 
national  cooperative  effort  on  the  part  of  different  Missions 
operating  in  the  same  field.  When  we  consider  how  tremendous  is 
the  undertaking  to  evangelize  countries  like  China  and  India, 
and  even  .like  Japan  and  Korea,  and  how  comparatively  small  are 
the  resources  which  our  Protestant  Mission  Boards  are  able  to 
command  for  the  carrying  out  of  this  undertaking,  it  would  seem 
that  any  waste  of  these  resources  in  the  unnecessary  duplication 
of  medical  work  and  educational  'work  and  printing  work  lo  some¬ 
thing  for  which  the  Mission  Boards  and  the  denominations  which 
they  represent  can  give  no  good  excuse  to  the  Master  whoa©  work 
they  are  all  trying  to  do.  All  cooperative  movements  along  these 
lines,  therefore,  sitringing  up  in  ary  of  our  Mission  fields  should 
meet  only  with  welcome  and  encouragement  from  the  Home  Boards  and 
the  Home  Churches.  How  suoh  farther  it  may  be  found  practicable 
to  realize  the  idea  of  unity  in  our  foreign  work  without  sacrific¬ 
ing  something  that  is  more  valuable  than  any  outward  unity,  ic  a 
question  which  can  not  at  this  time  be  answered  with  any  degree  of 
assurance.  It  is  a  question,  however,  which  has  been  brought  be¬ 
fore  ue  for  consideration  in  the  development  of  our  Mission  work 
in  Korea. 

On  the  26th  of  June  1905,  a  meeting  of  the  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian  Missionaries  in  Seoul,  with  r spraaent at ivea  of  both 
denominations  from  other  parts  of  the  peninsula,  was  held  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  feasibility  of  closer  cooperation  in 
their  work.  She  Conference  discovered  that  the  difficulties  in 
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the  way  of  practical  cooperation  in  several  lines  of  work  were 
nothing  like  so  great  as  they  had  previously  been  thought  to  be. 
Without  dwelling  upon  the  details  of  the  discussions  as  reported, 
we  have  as  the  result  of  the  Conference  the  following  practical 
achievements  in  the  line  of  cooperation  in  Missionary  effort:  (  I 
quote  from  a  letter  just  received  from  Rev.  Wm.  B.  Reynolds,  of 
the  Southern  Presbyterian  Mission.) 

I . 

The  Union  for  this  year,  as  an  experiment,  of  the  two 
Boys'  Schools  of  the  M.  B.  Mission  and  of  the  Northern  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Mission  in  Seoul. 

II. 

The  Union  of  the  two  Korean  Church  papers,  Methodist  and 
Presbyterian,  into  one. 

III. 

A  Union  Hymn  Book. 

IV. 

The  Union  of  two  English  Missionary  periodicals  ,  Meth¬ 
odist  and  Presbyterian,  in  the  one  paper  entitled,  “The  Korean 
Mission  Field. » 

V. 

The  combination  of  the  two  native  Sabbath  School  Lesson 
Quarterlies. 

VI. 

A  Union  Prayer  Calendar,  published  by  a  joint  committee 
of  all  of  the  Protestant  Missions,  with  the  names  of  Missionaries 
in  alphabetical  order  without  respect  to  denominational  connection. 


—  r. 


VII. 

Union  classes  for  Bible  Study  have  been  inaugurated  and 
union  revival  services  were  planned,  and  have  probably  been 
held  during  the  month  of  February. 

A  plan  was  adopted  for  the  uniting  of  two  Medical  Institu¬ 
tions,  Methodist  and  Presbyterian,  but  owing  to  the  opposition 
of  some  who  were  not  on  the  field  at  the  time,  and  have  since 
returned,  this  plan  is  held  temporarily  in  abeyance. 

Mr.  Reynolds  also  writes  that  before  the  meeting  held  in 
Seoul,  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Missions  in  the  North  had 
agreed  upon  a  division  of  territory  which  resulted  in  the  amicable 
transfer  of  several  groups  of  Christians  from  the  care  of  one 
Mission  to  that  of  the  other. 

The  Conference  at  Seoul  also  appointed  an  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  and  a  Board  of  Directors  for  a  proposed  Union  Publishing 
House,  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Vinton,  of  the  Northern  Presby terian  Mis¬ 
sion,  was  sent  to  the  United  States  (and  is  present  at  this  con¬ 
ference)  charged  with  the  pleasing  tasK  of  raising  $40,000.tw 
put  this  publication  work  on  a  solid  financial  basis.  So  much 
for  the  real  unity  and  cooperation  that  has  been  attained  between 
Methodist 3  and  Presbyterians  in  Korea.  I  can  not  conceive  that 
any  one  could  hear  the  recital  of  these  things  with  any  other  feel¬ 
ing  than  that  of  rejoicing  and  gratitude  to  God. 

But  the  Korean  brethren  were  not  satisfied  with  these 
merely  cooperative  arrangements.  The  reports  brought  up  to  the 
meeting  in  Seoul  of  the  remarkable  awakening  of  the  Korean  people 
and  the  spirit  of  revival  in  many  places  generated  an  enthusiasm 
which  carried  the  brethren  further  than  they  had  any  idea  of  go- 
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ing  when  the/  assembled.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  Conference  a 
resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  that  "The  time  is  ripe  for 
the  establishment  of  one  Korean  Protestant  Church,  to  be  called 
'The  Church  of  Christ  in  Korea.*  »  Events,  however,  proved  that 
this  resolution  was  a  little  ahead  of  time.  There  are  some 
grave  and  difficult  problems  that  will  have  to  be  worked  out  be¬ 
fore  the  resolution  can  be  put  into  effect.  The  question  of  a 
oieed  for  the  one  Korean  Church,  formulated  and  agreed  upon  by  the 
representatives  of  two  Churches  whose  o?m  creeds  express  widely 
different  views  on  important  points  of  doctrine,  is  one  that  will 
have  to  be  squarely  faced  and  solved,  if  solved  at  all,  as  only 
honest  and  conscientious  men,  loyal  to  the  convictions  and  tradi¬ 
tions  of  their  respective  Churches,  can  solve  it.  The  attempt 
should  not  be  made  to  solve  it  with  any  inconsiderate  haste.  It  so 
happens  that  the  representatives  of  the  M.  E.  Church  can  not  take 
part  in  effecting  this  proposed  Onion  until  they  have  received 
authority  for  so  doing  from  their  General  conference  which  meets 
in  1903.  Meanwhile  the  Council  of  Presbyterian  Missions  at  its 
meeting  in  September  adopted  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that,  until 
the  General  council  of  all  the  Missions  is  ready  to  form  one  evan¬ 
gelical  Church  in  Korea,  the  Presbyterian  Council,  while  seeking  in 
every  way  to  encourage  and  facilitate  this  Union,  would  proceed 
with  the  organization  of  the  Independent  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Korea,  in  accordance  with  the  plans  anr«  principles  previously 
established  and  agreed  upon.  When  this  Independent  Presbyterian 
Church  is  established,  if  it  should  grow  as  rapidly  as  now  seems 
probable,  by  the  year  1908,  the  native  ministers  and  elders  will 
be  largely  in  the  majority  in  its  Presby teries.  According  to  the 
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Plan  of  its  organisation  It  will  bo  an  Independent  and  autonomous 
Church.  It  will  have  the  right  to  initiate  and  consummate  any 
movements  towards  Union  with  other  Churches  which  it  deems  to  be 

right  and  for  the  good  of  the  cause.  If  the  Church  growing  out  of 

✓ 

the  Methodist  Missions  in  Korea  shall  also  come  to  be  an  independ¬ 
ent  and  autonomous  Church,  and  if  then  it  shall  be  found  that 
these  two  Churches  desire  union,  there  will  be  no  Church  in  any 
foreign  land  that  will  have  the  authority  or  the  power  to  estop  any 
proceedings  they  may  take  looking  to  that  end. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  not  throw  any  cold  water  on  the 
seal  of  our  Korean  brethren  for  Church  Union.  Perhaps  the  Pente¬ 
costal  atmosphere  in  which  they  have  been  living  naturally  causes 
them  to  look  at  things  rather  from  the  standpoint  of  the  ideal 
than  of  the  practicable.  They  will  come  n  *arer  to  the  ideal,  how¬ 
ever,  in  their  attainment  by  aiming  at  it  than  by  aiming  at  any 
lower  standard.  If  this  movement  be  of  God  it  will  prosper.  It  is 
certainly  to  be  desired  and  sought  that  the  Bast  should  receive 
Christianity  in  a  less  divided  form  than  that  which  prevail*  among 
us.  It  would  seem  hardly  necessary  to  utter  the  word  of  caution 
that  Church  Union  In  Korea,  or  anywhere,  attained  by  ignoring  and 
ob  .curing  in  a  creeftal  statement  vital  points  of  doctrine, such  as 
the  authority  of  Scripture  or  the  Atonement  of  Christ,  will  be 
attained  at  too  great  a  cost  and  be  of  only  temporary  duration. 


» 


/ 
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Rev 


R.  E . Speer  . 


Dear  Bro;- 

I  am  writing  you  concerning  a  matter  about  which  I  know  you  are  not 
only  interested,  bit  deeply  concerned.  It  is  the  matter  of  Church  union  here 
in  Korea.  I  do  not  know  that  your  attention  has  bedn  called  to  -it  recently, 
or  that  you  have  been  doing  anything  definitely  along  that  line  in  America,  but 
I  remember  the  gist  of  some  of  your  conversations  when  you  and  Mr .  Grant  was 
with  us  several  years  ago  and  feel  sure  that  your  interest  has  not  abated.  The 
subject  has  been  brewing  in  my  mind  for  a  long  time.  I  am  beginning  to  feel 
very  strongly  that  it  is  the  will  of  the  Lord  that  there  be  but  one  Church  here 
in  Korea.  Many  of  the  brethren  with  whom  I  have  spoken  feel  that  one  Church 
yjould  be  most  desirable,  not  only  the  Presbyterian  but  the  Methodist  brethren 
as  well.  No  move  whatever  as  yet  has  been  made  looking  to  such  a  union,  but 
I  believe  the  Spirit  is  working  and  the  time  is  ready  so  that  the  proposition 
of  any  practical  plan  of  union  would  not  only  be  gladly  received  but  would  be 
discussed  with  interest  and  much  hope  of  suroess  by  a  large  majority  of  the  Mis¬ 
sionaries  of  all  denominations  now  working  in  Korea.  I  intended  to  speak  of  the 
subject  at  the  last  Mission  meeting,  and  try  to  get  a  committee  appointed  to 
confer  with  similar  committees  from  the  other  Missions,  but  did  not  get  to  at¬ 
tend  the  meeting  on  account  of  Mr.  Lee's  illness  so  the  matter  was  not  mentioned. 
I  hope  that  the  matter  may  be  considered  at  the  corning  fall  meetind  and  some 
preliminary  steps  taken  which  will  bring  the  subject  before  all  the  Missions 

for  a  thorough  consideration  of  the  whole  subject.  My  thought  is  that  it  would 

the 

be  proper,  and  wise  at  4£l4s  time  of  the  annuall  meeting  to  have  a  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  to  confer  with  similar  committees  who  may  be  appointed  by  the  other  Mis¬ 
sions  in  Korea  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  following  questions  relative  to 
the  organic  union  of  all  Christian®  in  Korea,-  that  is,  to  the  establishing  of 
one  Christ ian_ Chur oh . 


1.  Is  it  desirable? 

2.  .Is  it  feasible? 

3.  What  are  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  establishing  One  Christian  Church 

is 

4.  What  aee  the  possibility©®  that  these  difficulties  may  be  removed? 

5.  What  are  the  first  steps  to  be  taken  in  pursuance  of  this  object? 

The  findings  of  this  committee  could  be  reported  to  each  of  the  Missions  through 
their  committees,  and  then  the  further  work  could  be  begun  or  abandoned  accord¬ 
ing  as  these  investigations  and  discussions  showed  to  be  the  right  thing  to  do. 

Now  in  preparing  to  make  ajplea  for  organic  union,  or  the  establishment  of 
but  one  Korean  Christian  Church,  I  would  like  to  get  hold  of  some  of  the  reports 

of  committees  on  Church  union  especially  those  of  the  committee  on  the  organic 

_ churches 

union  of  the  Pras'b'n,  Methodist  and  Cong'lAin  Canada.  I  wish  you  would  have 
them  sent  out  to  rne  if  they  can  be  had^.  Gr  anything  that_would  be  of  use  in 


It  would  be  a  great  thing  .if  this  union  could  be  effected,  or  atleast  the 
plans  for  one  Church  oonsnmated  before  the  principles  of  Presbyterians  and 
Methodism,  as  they  effect  churcg  organisation,  become  toe  deeply  rooted  in  the 
Korean  Church*  The  longer  we  delay  the  more  difficult  will  it  be  to  effect 
union.  We  well  remember  the  time  when  the  union  of  those  Missions  holding  the 
Prebyterian  form  of  government  seemed  an  impossibility.  Now  we  have  the  Council 
and  anything  but  union  would  seem  impossible. 

.  If  only  union  were  once  effected 

I  believe  that  it  would  not  be  many  years  when  we  would  think  it  strange  that 
the  two  churches  should  have  remained  apart  so  long  here  m  Korea.  The  x^aints 
of  contact  are  becoming  many  and  increasing  rapidly-  The  letters  and  conxeren- 
ces  together  with  the  feelings  aroused  in  trying  to  get  out  of  the  entanglements 
can  be  anything  but  pleasing  to  the  Lorci  whore  we  are  trying  o  c  serve.  If  may 
be  Bfiavo  impossible  to  avoid  denominations  where  a  church  has  long  existed;  out 
their  existanee  is  not  sufficient  groung  for  their  extent  ion  into  the  Mission 


Field? 


But  more  later 


I  will  close  with  this. 

Yours  in  Christ. 
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